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____________________________________________________________________________________________
PETS FOR LIFE, INC. 
TEMPERAMENT TEST APPLICATION
I understand that: 

· my dog is required to be at least one year of age; my cat is to be at least 6 months of age; 

· all pets are required to have been owned by me for at least 6 months; to be in good health with satisfactorily completed Annual Medical Evaluation form;  to remain calm without jumping or pulling on the leash without use of prong collar, Gentle Leader or Promise Collar or chain link or extension leash;

· if my veterinarian has documented incident(s) of my pet’s aggressive behavior, we will not be eligible for the Temperament Test;

· there is a $20 fee for the test, the first time with my first pet;  if I test a 2nd pet, the fee is only $10; 

· if we do not pass the first time, we may return to be retested as often as I wish within 1 year at no extra fee;

· once we are certified, we are required to have our veterinarian complete an Annual Medical Evaluation form each year at my expense, & to pass the Temperament Test every 2 years at which time the fee is only $10; 

· these fees are non-refundable;

· if I am more than 10 minutes later than scheduled, I will be asked to reschedule; 
· only one pet will be tested in each half hour increment;

· two people wanting to be certified with the same pet (as in husband and wife) will each need to be tested  separately ($20 for first test, $10 for second); tests can be done sequentially (one right after the other);

· if my pet voids, defecates, snarls, snaps or growls or demonstrates aggressive behavior to people or other pets, we will be disqualified, given training tips and may return to be retested; however, if the aggression is directed toward a person, the decision whether or not to be re-tested will be made on a case-by-case basis; if my dog bites or causes injury, either to another pet or a person, we will not be eligible for the Temperament Test;

      >  EACH STEP IS PASS OR NOT READY. The Temperament Test may be stopped at any time at the discretion of the Animal Behavior Evaluator. The reason(s) will be explained to me, and in writing on the Rating Sheet. 

       When we arrive for the Temperament  Test, we, my pet & I, should appear as we would if we were going on a visit. My attire will be clean, modest (no tank tops, no bare midriffs, closed toed shoes [no sandals or flip flops], any shorts will be at least mid-thigh in length). My pet will be in good health (no wounds, sores, drainage, stitches, on medications for infections or illness, in season, pregnant, or nursing young), clean, recently bathed, well brushed, no mats, clean ears, clean teeth, nails trimmed. If I or my pet do not meet this criteria when signing in, we are Not Ready and will be asked to reschedule.

       Other pets may be carried into the test area, but when testing a dog, he is expected to demonstrate a controlled walk: a relaxed leash, no pulling, jumping , no verbal noises (even if friendly),  no heavy panting. If demonstrating too much anxiety at the discretion of the ABE, we are Not Ready, will be given training tips, and asked to reschedule.

        When  testing a dog, he is required to demonstrate a controlled walk at my side with a relaxed (not taut) leash and the dog will be required to do a  DOWN STAY  for one minute with distractions;  this applies to all dogs regardless of weight.  This is Beginner Obedience, a minimum requirement .We will be allowed 3 attempts to do the DOWN STAY. If my dog gets up a 3rd time, we are Not Ready, and will be given training tips, & asked to reschedule.
          All pets are required to remain calm during overall exam and social interaction and
 indicate accepting attention from a stranger, including being examined for clean, well groomed coats, checking ears and teeth, pinching paws, pulling the ears and tail, and accepting a hug; if my pet resists this attention, we are Not Ready,  will be given training tips & asked to reschedule.
           All pets are required to remain stable, or at least recover quickly, if startled by 
sudden movements, strange noises, and people in unusual attire (hats, capes, etc.); if my pet does not recover quickly, growls, snarls, voids, defecates, or vomits, we are Not Ready, will be given training tips, and asked to reschedule.
                 I will receive a Rating Sheet showing how we scored in 
I. Manners/Obedience 
II. Appearance, and Grooming 
III. Social Interaction
IV. Stability
stating that we did or did not pass, signed by the Animal Behavior Evaluator, and showing that the fee has been paid. Scores are 1-5. 1=Not Ready; needs work; 5=Excellent, no room for improvement.
                  If my pet voids, defecates growls, snaps, snarls, or vomits AFTER passing the test, but before leaving the testing area, we are Not Ready, will be given some training tips, and asked to reschedule.

             I pledge to be a responsible pet owner, abiding by city ordinances, maintaining my pet's health, guarding my pet's safety, and will not allow my pet to violate the rights of others.

                I indemnify and hold Pets for Life, Inc. harmless from and against all claims, losses, liabilities and damages to persons, pets, or property, including attorney’s fees and litigation costs, arising out of the acts, omissions, or negligence of Indemnitee or its employees, volunteers and agents, in the course of the evaluation of me and my pet for participation in the activities of Pets for Life, Inc., including, but not limited to, interactions with Animal Behavior Evaluators, staff, volunteers, attendees, and animals involved in the screening and evaluation of me and my pet, and transportation of me and my pet to, within, and from the evaluation site.
____________________________________________________________________________, are scheduled at
Volunteer & pet name
________________ __________________________________________________________________________ 

testing location
on  ______________________________________________________________________________________  
                   day                                                     date                                                                        time                          
___________________________________________________________________________________________
   Volunteer signature                                                                                                                                 Date signed
Please mail signed copy to Pets for Life office with your fee (envelope enclosed) as soon as possible. This form & your fee need to be received by the PFL office before the Temperament Test.  Thank you.

If your plans change, call Mary Buford at 816.255.7341. Thank you.
