PETS FOR LIFE, Inc.                                                                                  www.kcpetsforlife.com

7240 Wornall Road,                                                                                      PH    816.363.3665

Kansas City MO 64114                                                                                FAX    816.363.9996
HOW TO VOLUNTEER
We are a growing, local non-profit organization that sends volunteers with their certified pets to visit hospitals, nursing homes, mental health facilities, shelters for domestic violence, and correctional facilities. Our pet volunteers include dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, and birds. We rely on our dedicated volunteers and their special pets to share their therapeutic touch when they visit with people in these institutions.

TO BEGIN THE VOLUNTEER PREPARATION CERTIFICATION PROCESS - call our office at 816.363.3665 or go to our web site (above), click on Volunteer, then on New Volunteer Email.
CRITERIA FOR PEOPLE VOLUNTEERS 
     Genuine interest in and compassion for special people and pets
     Owned the healthy, sociable pet for at least 6 months

     Good health and stamina

     Own transportation 
     16 years of age or older. If under 16 years, must be accompanied by someone 16 years of age or

older on all visits, who is accountable for the volunteer and the pet.  The eldest must complete   
 the Volunteer Certification Process:  Temperament Test and written Volunteer Manual Test.
CRITERIA FOR PET VOLUNTEERS

       Dogs – 1 year old; cats 6 months old. Others on a case by case basis

       No history of aggression 

       For dogs- no harnesses, Gentle leaders, Promise Collars, or pinch collars

                       Acceptable: buckle collars, humane (Martingale) collars, and slip collars 

       Cats, rabbits- must be on harness and leash 

       Leashes should be nylon or leather; no chain link or extension leashes

       Good health and stamina

       Calm around strangers, children, and other animals   

VOLUNTEER CERTIFICATION PROCESS
REQUIRED-1) Annual Medical Evaluation  PFL specific form must be completed by your veterinarian annually showing  that your pet is in good health, that all vaccinations are current, and that the pet is medically qualified for therapy work.

   2) Temperament Test- Pre-requisite: Annual Medical Evaluation. To be scheduled after we have received the completed Annual Medical Evaluation from your veterinarian; then alternate years after that.  The fee is $20, due prior to the test to register and is non-refundable.  The test measures how well your pet responds to being in an unfamiliar setting, around other pets, and meeting strangers. 

MINIMUM OBEDIENCE CRITERIA FOR DOGS:
        


WALK on a relaxed lead                          SIT on command
                        

DOWN on command                               DOWN STAY for 1 minute with distractions
                

COME when called
  3) Volunteer Manual Test-  You will receive the Volunteer Manual after you and your pet have passed the Temperament Test. The VMT is taken at home, open-book. When we receive your VMT we will schedule you for your first visit.
        OPTIONAL- 1) Orientation: An overview of Pets for Life.  A demonstration of the Temperament Test, a presentation by current volunteers of their experiences; polices, and requisites.


    2) Observation  Come on a visit with a Volunteer Team (without your pet) to see what the visits are like, what is expected of the pets, and the responses of the clients.



    3) Pre-Test Class  A practice session to prepare for the Temperament Test.  No fee.

Offered frequently at various times.
We are not a rescue group, shelter, or pet placement service and we do not accept donations of pets.  Please contact No More Homeless Pets in Kansas City 816.333.PETS (7387)
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